
FROST
� e Friends of St � omas of Canterbury, East Clandon, Surrey

Welcome to Issue 8

F.R.O.S.T.’s aims are to help maintain, protect and enhance the 

fabric of the 1,000 year old church of St. Thomas of Canterbury 

in East Clandon for villagers and visitors alike. F.R.O.S.T. is not a 

religious organisation, rather a community group, and its fund raising 

activities not only generate community spirit but also raise vital funds 

for this important cause.
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Report

The Frost Report is a twice-yearly update on the activities of 

The Friends of St Thomas of Canterbury in East Clandon.

Spring 2015

2014 trio of talks a great success
The highlight of our 2014 programme 
was our third “trio of talks”
The fi rst took place on Friday 14th March when our speaker was Eugene 
Pooley from Christies Old Masters & British Paintings Department. Eugene 
gave a fascinating talk about the holy grail of identifying unrecognised value in long 
neglected or forgotten paintings (or “sleepers” in the jargon) and the role played by 
the two key roles of restorer and valuer (or connoisseur) in this process. Amongst 
numerous sleeper examples, the most exciting was the recent discovery of a 
painting since authenticated as being by Leonardo de Vinci; bought for $16 000 and 
now worth about $20 million. 

All who attended went home to trawl through lofts for their very own sleeper. 

Our next talk was on Friday 11th April, when Fenella Harrison gave 
a talk entitled “Beatrix Potter – a scientist in the Horsley’s”. Fenella 
brought to life how the Surrey Hills spurred Beatrix Potter on to become 

a world famous children’s writer and how she became an early 
proponent of the National Trust.

Fenella lives in Wix Hill up above East Clandon and 
found that the young Beatrix was a frequent visitor 
to her house in the 1890’s. Her favourite uncle, an 

eminent scientist Sir Henry Rosco (married to Lucy 
Potter), was to help Beatrix with her scientifi c studies, 
later thwarted. She visited her cousin there, kept 
animals in the house, and a Gypsy Caravan in the 
woods. Fenella brought all this wonderful history to 
life with 30 colour slides and many amusing quotes 
from Beatrix’s secret coded journal......

On Friday 20th June we welcomed 
Helen Whittaker back to East 
Clandon for our last talk in this 
series. Helen designed, created 
and installed the new stained glass 
window in the south west corner of the 
church in 2009. Since 
her commission in East 
Clandon she has gone 
on to design and install 
several very well-known 
commissions and she 
gave a fascinating talk 
on both the technical 
side of her art, and the 
background to many of 
her works.



We recently signed off our 2015 accounts. 
These can be found on our website.

Become a Friend today
We have invested a considerable amount in the Church’s fabric in recent years, and anticipate 

having to make such substantial investments on a continuous basis. 

So if you would like to help us maintain our magnifi cent Church for ourselves and future generations, 
go to www.frost.org.uk or contact John Herbert johnherbert123@btinternet.com.

A very easy way of giving is to place any loose change in one of our Frostpots, 
which are available from Gill Beaton gillbeaton@btinternet.com

Quiz Night:   this ever popular event will be on 6th November and no doubt 
will again be a sell-out.

Safari supper:   following the success of our fi rst two safari suppers, the next one will 
be on the 2rd May.

Upcoming events for your 2015 diary 

Our 2014 Safari supper on 3rd May 
was again a sell-out, with over 40 
villagers, and a few friends from outside 
the village, enjoying an evening which 
started with all at the High Clandon 
Vineyard for bubbles, we then parted 
to enjoy some wonderful meals with 
different hostesses, and ended with 
re-grouping at the Eves’ for puddings, 
coffee and more drinks.

This has all the hallmarks of becoming 
as popular an annual event as the 
Quiz night, which was held on the 
14th November.

Recent and
planned projects
During 2014 F.R.O.S.T. made one 
grant of under £1,000 towards an 
electrical refurbishment project that 
helped to keep this Grade I listed 
building in a condition that allows it 
to continue to be of benefi t both to 
the village and to those who visit the 
village. During 2015 the church is due 
to have its quinquennial inspection 
and it is expected that further 
extensive work will be required to 
maintain the building.


